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James Yood : William Morris: Mazor ca, Objects of Common Ceremony before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised William Morris: Mazorca, Objects of Common Ceremony:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Beautifully produced book at a great priceBy Mary GuhinAbsolutely
love the work of William Morris, who in my opinion has done a masterful job of taking modern American studio art
glassin an original and exciting direction. | recently saw a small one man show of Morris work at the Abbmeyer
Wood gallery in Seattle that was visually stunning. In addition, this book is beautifully produced, with great
photographs on quality paperstock. The bargain priceisicing on this cake.1 of 1 people found the following review
helpful. Billy Morris amazing workBy Kate A. ChristensenThis book is a collection of some of the amazing glass
work from Billy Morris. | am a flameworking glass artist and can only dream of being able to make anything remotely
similar to what you will find within the pages of this book. This is more than just a coffee table book. Thisistrue high
quality - something that you will be drawn to more than once. Billy Morris work is beyond that of Chihuly.0 of O
people found the following review helpful. Astounding glass!By Laura LAs a (very much beginner) glassblower, | am
astonished at Morris glass. | know just enough about the process to understand how difficult it was to create this body
of work. | had hoped for alittle more information on his process, but the photos are beautiful, and the text thoughtful
and absorbing.
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"Thefirst time | saw William Morrissidols| felt an electric thrill, not only because of the incredible artistic prowess
each of them represents, but also because | recognized them. It was like finally finding myself before the intangible
beings | had been looking for al my life, that | had glimpsed in dreams and evoked in my writing."--from the
Foreword by Isabelle Allende For more than twenty years, William Morris has captivated and intrigued the art
community with hauntingly evocative and beautiful glass sculptures. He has captured the imagination time and again
by creating objects that appear to be ancient stone or wood carvings, not the modern glass scul ptures they actualy are.
His art speaks of human origins, myth, ancestry, and ancient civilizations. It symbolizes a harmony between humanity
and nature and provides a ghost-like bond to the world around us--aworld that is often forgotten, ignored, and abused.
Morris gathers much of hisinspiration from ancient cultures from around the world--Egyptian, Asian, Native
American--all peoples who respected and admired the land they inhabited. Because of this, Morris's artwork has
become something all its own: culturally distinct and yet familiar to all cultures. His pieces embody a spiritual quality
that sharply contrasts old beliefs with those of the modern world. These objects speak to our senses and continuously
beg us to explore them further. William Morris. Mazorca, Objects of Common Ceremony does just that, exhibiting
Morriss most recent collections in detailed images that seemingly come to life on the page, just as his scul ptures come
to life in the studio. James Y ood teaches modern and contem-porary art history and theory at the School of the Art
Institute of Chicago and writes regularly for Artforum, American Craft, and Glass magazines. Among his books are
William Morris: Animal/Artifact and William Morris: Man Adorned. Isabel Allendeisone of Latin America's
foremost writers.

From Publishers WeeklyThis sumptuous catal ogue depicts recent blown-glass works by the glass and bronze scul ptor
William Morris, which have been crafted to resemble artifacts from afictive, hybridized, ancient non-Western culture.
Exhibited in collections from 2002 to 2004, these inscrutable idols, masks, figurines, rattles, vases, urns and beads are
inspired by the Mesoamerican and Andean peoples of Central and South America, as Yood (William Morris:
Animal/Artifact) explains in the essay that accompanies the 135 color illustrations. Close-up photographs reveal
detailed texture, brilliant color and expressive body language in the statuettes. Morris's series of idols are especialy
evocative. A few of them suggest patient suppliants: a crouching figure, his knees drawn up under a yellow tunic,
bows his head and cups a small vase like an offering or areceptacle for rain. Other idols seem more fearful than
prayerful. Two orange figures with black hair wrap their arms around each other, asif before the mercy of a
terrifyingly powerful force. Another black-veined yellow figure with horns sprouting from his head sits with his
armsperhaps boundstraining behind him. While Morris handles themes of spirituality and nature, his artdrawn from
pre-Columbian cultures destroyed by Europeansis also powerfully elegiac. (Oct.) Copyright Reed Business
Information, adivision of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. "Thefirst time | saw William Morrissidols| felt an
electric thrill, not only because of the incredible artistic prowess each of them represents, but also because | recognized
them. It was like finally finding myself before the intangible beings | had been looking for all my life, that | had
glimpsed in dreams and evoked in my writing."--from the Foreword by Isabelle AllendeAbout the AuthorJames Y ood
teaches modern and contem-porary art history and theory at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago and writes
regularly for Artforum, American Craft, and Glass magazines. Among his books are William Morris: Animal/Artifact
and William Morris: Man Adorned. Isabel Allende isone of Latin America's foremost writers.



