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LauraWeigert : Weaving Sacred Stories: French Choir Tapestries and the Performance of Clerical |dentity
(Conjunctions of Religion and Power in the Medieval Past) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Weaving Sacred Stories: French Choir Tapestries and the Performance of
Clerical Identity (Conjunctions of Religion and Power in the Medieval Past):

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Weavings and historyBy Elisabeth BrumleyThe illustrations are
worth buying the book. Added to that, the descriptions and insight about the weavings and their history shared by
Laura Weigert make this book an interesting and thought provoking book.

Spanning the backs of choir stalls above the heads of the canons and their officials, large-scal e tapestries of saints
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lives functioned as both architectural elements and pictorial narrativesin the late Middle Ages. In an extensively
illustrated book that features sixteen color plates, Laura Weigert examines the role of these tapestriesin ritual
performances. She situates individual tapestries within their architectural and ceremonial settings, arguing that the
tapestries contributed to a process of storytelling in which the clerical elite of late medieval cities legitimated and
defended their position in the social sphere.Weigert focuses on three of the most spectacular and little-studied tapestry
series preserved from the fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries: Lives of Saints Piat and Eleutherius (Notre-Dame,
Tournai), Life of Saint Steven (Saint-Steven, Auxerre [now Muse du Moyen Age, Parig]), and Life of Saints Gervasius
and Protasius (Saint-Julien, Le Mans). Each of these tapestries, measuring over forty metersin length, included
elements that have traditionally been defined as either lay or clerical. On the prescribed days when the tapestries were
displayed, the liturgical performance for which they were the setting sought to merge the history and patron saint of
the local community with the universal history of the Christian church. Weigert combines a detailed analysis of the
narrative structure of individual images with a discussion of the particular socia circumstances in which they were
produced and perceived. Weaving Sacred Stories is thereby significant not only to the history of medieval art but also
to art history and cultural studiesin general.



