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Doris Krystof, Ansgar Lorenz, Jacques Sapiega, Judith Wielander : Wael Shawky: Cabaret Crusades  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Wael Shawky: Cabaret 
Crusades: 

Egyptian multimedia artist Wael Shawky (born 1971) made a stir at Documenta 13 in 2012 with his elaborately 
produced epic marionette film trilogy Cabaret Crusades, which blends fiction and fact in an entirely unique coverage 
of the medieval crusades. Basing his work on extensive research and accounts from primary sources, the artist 
complicates the traditional clash of civilization narrative by depicting scenes that refute common notions of the era. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=3735600522


Reenacting the events of the 11th and 12th centuries in a manner both childlike and chilling, Shawky's handmade 
puppets highlight the secular motivations of the European fighters and the competition and violence among Arab 
leaders.This catalogue, published to accompany Shawky's exhibition at the K20, extensively documents the creative 
process behind the acclaimed film trilogy, exploring the ways in which Shawky's work--dramatic, cynical and surreal--
employs a historical lens to probe and problematize contemporary culture.

...he uses sublimely designed, marvelously costumed ensembles of marionettessome made centuries ago, others 
fashioned by the artist of Murano glass. (Jerry Saltz New York Magazine) 


