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J G Holmstrom : Traditional Blacksmithing: The Fine Art of Horseshoeing and Wagon Making  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Traditional Blacksmithing: 
The Fine Art of Horseshoeing and Wagon Making: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Some Great TipsBy MatthewI would not say this is a great book for 
a beginner looking for an all around guide book on blacksmithing. Rather, this is a GREAT book for the smith who is 
looking for little tips about how things were done back in the times when smithing was a common trade. I appreciate 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1616085517


his passion for the trade and for the quality of the work that a smith would produce. I would recommend this for 
anyone who is interested in historical smithing.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. got it for a young 
man that has fallen into ...By del greeninggot it for a young man that has fallen into the trap of beating on hot metal...i 
gave him an old anvil and 36'" forge i had and now only a couple weeks later ( well maybe a month ) he and his dad 
have the walls of his smithy up and on the way to roofing...0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Manual 
for blacksmithsBy C. BradenTechnical manual about size of furnace, how to make tools. Very businesslike, not 
anything quotable.

Only an experienced blacksmith with genuine care for his craft and the livelihood of all blacksmiths could produce 
such a wonderful guide. Holmstrom provides not just practical instruction for all manner of small-scale blacksmith 
work, but intersperses his guidance with more general life lessons for blacksmiths, such as not falling prey to habits of 
intemperance. More than a snapshot of a bygone era, the style and the content of Traditional Blacksmithing will appeal 
to readers of today, thanks to Holmstroms generous and patient approach. Topics covered include: setting up shop, 
building your own machinery, repairing horse hooves, fixing your tools, and even building a strong reputation in the 
community.

About the AuthorJ. G. Holmstrom was a successful practicing blacksmith in the early twentieth century. While he 
worked during the day, he took notes on his tools and techniques, and over time organized his notes into a book each 
night at home. Traditional Blacksmithing was originally published in 1904 under the name Modern Blacksmithing, 
and was the first blacksmithing book written by a working blacksmith. 


